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    In our previous article we spoke of the attitude

we must have to achieve the unity desired by God

(John 17:20-23). Let’s elaborate on that thought.

One’s attitude is of utmost importance when    con-

fronted with spiritual matters. The Lord clearly

states that folks are not just to “hear” (Matthew

13:9) but to give heed to “what” (Mark 4:24) and

“how” (Luke 8:18) they hear. Following this

teaching of the Lord would prevent much of the

division we see in the religious world.

    Spiritually speaking, the only “seed” that the

Bible commands to be sown is “the word of God”

(Luke 8:11). It is not difficult to understand the

principle that a seed will always reproduce after its

kind (Genesis 1:11; Galatians 6:7-8). In the    phys-

ical realm, if one sows the wrong seed he will not

have the harvest he envisioned. Likewise, in the

spiritual realm, the sowing of the wrong seed will

not produce the harvest (a heavenly home) that so

many are anticipating. The word of God (proper

seed) in its purity must be proclaimed, believed and

obeyed if the promised blessing of a home in

heaven is to be realized.

    This heart being discussed is not the physical

blood pump – but the mind or intellect of man. It is

important what man thinks in his heart (Proverbs

23:7) “for out of it are the issues of life” (Prov.

4:29).

    The parable of the sower depicts different types

of hearts (soils) and the seed that is sown in them

(Matthew 13:3-8; 18-23). The types of soils    com-

mented on in the Bible represent different attitudes

toward the precious gospel.

    The devil, “seeking whom he may devour” (1

Peter 5:8), knows that sin will separate one from

God (Isaiah 59:1-2). The Hebrews writer warned

Christians, “but exhort one another day by day, so

long as it is called To-day; lest any one of you be

hardened by the deceitfulness of sin” (Hebrews

3:13). When Paul spoke in the synagogue at    Eph-

esus, there were some who were “hardened and

disobedient, speaking evil of the Way …” (Acts

19:9).

    Today countless millions refuse to “see” and

“hear” the word of God! In the parable of the

sower, some seed that was sown fell by the “way

side” (Matthew 13:4). Even though contact is made

with the seed (word of God), certain people will

refuse to understand (Matthew 13:19). The Bible

message is the same for every human being, and all

mankind can understand the Bible alike! Paul ad-

monishes, “Wherefore be ye not foolish, but under-

stand what the will of the Lord is” (Ephesians

5:17). Again, Paul implores of Bible believers,

“Now I beseech you, brethren, through the name of

our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same

thing and that there be no            divisions among

you; but that ye be perfected together in the same

mind and in the same      judgment” (1 Corinthians

1:10). It is not that folks cannot understand what

God would have them to do, but that they have no

desire to understand and be doers of the word

(James 1:22).

    There are many things that can contribute to one

possessing a blind and hardened heart and thus not

achieving the unity God desires for His people.

    First, pride can keep one from submitting to the

commands of God. The Jews of Jesus’ day are a

classic example of pride causing people to refuse

and reject the truth. The Jews were eagerly         an-

ticipating the coming of the Messiah, but     foolish

pride led them to resist Christ when He came. The

problem was clearly identified by Christ when He

was confronted by the religious leaders of His day.

“And the Pharisees and the scribes ask him, Why

walk not thy disciples       according to the tradition

of the elders, but eat their bread with defiled

hands? And he said unto them, Well did Isaiah

prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, This

people honoreth me with their lips, But their heart

is far from me. But in vain do they worship me,

Teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men. Ye

leave the commandment of God, and hold fast the
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tradition of men. And he said unto them, Full well do ye reject

the commandment of God, that ye may keep your tradition”

(Mark 7:5-9).

    Multitudes today allow tradition to blind them to God’s

truths. They base their religion upon the religion of their

parents or grandparents. While claiming to believe in the

Bible, they worship and serve according to the tradition of

their ancestors. Pride will not allow many to cast aside man-

made tradition and simply follow a “thus saith the Lord.” This

is the plight of those in denominationalism today who refuse to

give it up when confronted with the word of God. They cannot

find “their church” in the Bible, and it is hundreds of years too

late to be the church promised and established by the Lord

(Matthew 16:18; Mark 9:1; Acts 2). There is only one body

(Ephesians 4:4), and Christ is the head of that body – the

church (Ephesians 1:22-23). Man-made churches, by the very

names they wear, give the glory to some man instead of Christ.

It is not that folks cannot see and understand this truth – it is

rather that most will not swallow their pride and cast aside the

traditions of their families.

    Second, prejudice and bias allows many to continue to

cultivate a blind and hardened heart. So very many are guided

by their feelings and emotions instead of their logic and

reasoning. But the way of man is not in himself (Jeremiah

10:23), and just because a thing feels right does not make it so

(Proverbs 14:12)! People are influenced by their environment

and by what they are taught. The way they “feel” becomes the

standard by which they live. It is difficult, at best, to lay aside

all prejudice and bias and be determined to be influenced only

by the word of God.

Both those within and without the Lord’s church must strive to

have the attitude of the noble Bereans. “Now these were more

noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the

word with all readiness of the mind, examining the Scriptures

daily, whether these things were so” (Acts 17:11). One’s mind

(heart) must be ready to receive the word of God. The gospel

was proclaimed to thousands in Acts chapter two, but only

those who “gladly received” (Acts 2:42, KJV) the word were

baptized into Christ.

   Third, a heart without strong convictions will become

blinded to God’s truths. One’s allegiance will either be to

God or to man – to things spiritual or to things material. Jesus

said, “No man can serve two masters; for either he will hate

the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to one, and

despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon”

(Matthew 6:24). The Master also said, “He that is not with me

is against me …” (Matthew 12:30). There is no middle

ground that is safe and secure.

    Strong conviction for God’s Word is woefully lacking

among most people today. Oh, people have strong            con-

victions but not for the word of God. Such will always lead to

division, confusion and every man doing that which is “right

in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25).

    A blind and hardened heart to God’s truths will argue that

one church is as good as another and encourage people to

attend the church of their choice. Please lay aside your

“feelings” for just a moment, and let us reason from the

Scriptures. Christ promised to build His church (Matthew

16:18). He purchased His church with His blood (Acts

20:28). He is the head of the church, which is His body

(Ephesians 1:22-23). How many “heads” does a body have?

How many “bodies” does a head have (Ephesians 4:4-6)?

Folks, we should have the integrity to admit that all man-

made religious groups which wear different names, believe

different doctrines, worship and serve in different ways, and

have different interpretations of Holy Scripture do not     com-

pose the “one body” the above Scriptures mention?

    An ever-growing number today do not desire to examine

the Scriptures to see if their worship and service  meets God’s

approval. The desire is so strong to please self and satisfy

one’s own needs that more and more folks harden their hearts

to the word of God.  Such a heart cannot achieve the unity

desired by God  (John 17:20-23).
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